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NEXT F. P. A. LUNCHEON 
Saterday, January 6, at 12:45 
Hotel Astor 


Labor and European Reconstruction | 
SPEAKERS: | 


Mr. PHILIP KERR, secretary to Mr. Lloyd 
George from 1916 to 1921. | 
M. ALBERT THOMAS, director of the Inter- 
national Labor Office and formerly French Min- 

ister of Munitions. 


Tickets: Members $2.00; Non-members $3.00. 
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Periodical Division, 4 
Library of Congress, 
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HESITATING FIRST STEPS 





‘TCHE thick mists of nationalistic rival- 
ries, hatreds and fears and the 
thicker fogs of partisan obsessions and 
political bunkum which have obscured 
the vision and benumbed the efforts of 
politicians since the Armistice, are slow- 
ly (but not yet surely) lifting. Political 
leaders everywhere are beginning cau- 
tiously to disregard ignorant or malicious 
prejudices, for which they themselves 
are so largely responsible, and are try- 
ing hesitatingly to fit their policies to 
the underlying political and economic 
facts of the international situation. 
Whereupon naive or incorrigibly opti- 
mistic commentators foresee the immedi- 
ate rehabilitation of Europe through a 
generous and statesmanlike program 
from Washington. What progress is 
really being made? 
London 
Bonar Law, with clarity, precision and 
convincing logic, states Britain’s position 
on the related problems of inter-allied 
debts and reparations. Supported by all 
parties, he announces his willingness to 
make the most drastic sacrifices as part 
of a final settlement between France and 
Germany. France, he announced, must 
carry out alone any stop-gap policy or 
any move for the disruption of Germany. 


Paris 

Poincaré, chastened by frank advice 
from London and Washington, and sup- 
ported by the decisive vote in the Cham- 
ber of Deputies, has again announced the 
postponement of the seizure of the Ruhr. 
The French frenzy for action has tempo- 
rarily dissipated itself. France is more 
and more disillusioned about complete or 
even substantial reparations from Ger- 
many, though she is in no sense ready 


yet to acquiesce in such a settlement of 
the reparation problem as would make 
Germany’s rehabilitation possible. 


Lausanne 


Forced by the exigencies of the critical 
situation abroad and by a growing de- 
mand in this country for action, the Ad- 
ministration, apparently without any 
clear program, is timidly feeling its way. 
Statements of Ambassador Child at Lau- 
sanne have virtually committed this gov- 
ernment to active participation in any 
permanent machinery set up for the ad- 
ministration of the straits or the protec- 
tion of religious and radical minorities in 
Turkey. If as now appears probable, the 
final decision of the conference is to turn 
both of these questions over to the 
League of Nations, Secretary Hughes 
will have to decide whether he is pre- 
pared to work through the League or 
must content himself with separate ar- 
rangements with Turkey. This dilemma 
would be amusing, were it not so serious. 

Geneva 


The announcement of the appointment 
of Dr. Rupert Blue as American unof- 
ficial representative on the League of Na- 
tions’ Commission on Opium marks one 
more step in the Administration’s pro- 
gram of working with the non-political 
agencies of the League. The former head 
of the Public Health Service is an ad- 
mirable selection and, if the administra- 
tive machinery of the Federal Narcotics 
Board in Washington is improved, he will 
be in a position to be of great usefulness 
in the international] fight against one of 
the world’s greatest evils. 


Washington 


The extremity of the reparations crisis 
has at last evoked expressions of active 
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interest from the Administration. There 
are no trustworthy indications that 
Washington has yet evolved any method 
by which the influence of this govern- 
ment can be really helpful in the solution 
of this question. To announce that it 
must be settled before a loan to Germany 
can be considered, is merely to empha- 
size a platitude which bankers and 
statesmen everywhere, save in France, 
have recognized for more than two 
years. To add, as do the Washington in- 
formal statements, that the Allied debts 
must be treated separately from any 
consideration of reparations, is to com- 
plicate the problem, if not to make it at 
present insoluble. Without some con- 
cessions from the United States France 
certainly is not yet ready, nor is per- 
haps Great Britain, to accept the only 
solution of Germany’s obligations which 
can be considered final. 


Hughes and Borah 


*T’ HE Administration and Senator 

Borah both give excellent advice 
to Europe and especially to France. But 
neither appears to realize the enormous, 
if not insurmountable, difficulties which 
the European states face in carrying out 
without the active co-operation of the 
United States, their suggested program 
—equitable settlement of the reparations, 
balancing of budgets, reduction of military 
expenditures, stopping of government 





printing presses and the removal of arbi- 


trary trade restrictions. They also ignore 
the unquestionable measure of responsi- 
bility which, both because of our partici- 
pation in the war and because of our with- 
drawal from the peace settlement, we 
must assume for the appalling situation 
of today. Surely, these two leaders must 
now realize that preaching at Europe is 
not enough. Can not the Secretary of 
State and the Senator from Idaho join 
hands in the formation of a limited but 
positive program of American co-opera- 
tion with Europe? Only thus can they 
translate their hopes into realities. 
JAMES G. McDONALD. 
The Far Eastern Republic Amalgamated 
With Russia 

UE to the politica] situation in the Rus- 

sian Far East the National Assembly 
of the Far Eastern Republic at its session 
on November 12, 1922, at Chita, unani- 
mously voted to amalgamate with the 
Russian Socialist Federated Soviet Re- 
public. After this the Assembly adopted 
a resolution dissolving itself. 

The action of the National Assembly 
was in accordance with the Constitution 
of the Far Eastern Republic, paragraphs 
182 and 183, regarding the revision of the 
constitution. A committee of seven per- 
sons was set up to assume the governing 
of the territory of the Far Eastern Repub- 
lic. The seat of the committee is at Chita. 
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Mrs. Harrison Arrested 
Members of the F. P. A. will be inter- 
ested to hear that Mrs. Marguerite E. 
Harrison, one of the American newspaper 
correspondents imprisoned in Russia dur- 
ing 1918-1920, who twice spoke before our 
luncheon-conferences here and who wrote 
the brilliant pamphlet “Fair Play for Rus- 
sia,” for the Association, has again been 
arrested by the Bolshevik authorities in 
the Far East. She is now being taken to 
Moscow. The reason for her arrest has 
not been given. Her recent trip has been 
as special writer for Hearst's ]nternational 
Monthly. 
Militarism Discredited 
ATER news than that available when 
we commented on the recent British 
election shows that E. D. Morel, editor of 
the British Foreign Affairs, and one of the 
most outspoken critics of British imperial 
politics, was victorious in Dundee over 
both his liberal opponent and Winston 
Churchill. The entrance of Mr. Morel into 
Parliament, more than that of any other 
Labor candidate, shows how discredited is 
the reckless and harsh militaristic pro- 
gram associated with the name of the 
former Colonial Secretary. 


F. P. A. Opium Committee 


UR sub-committee on the Opium Traf- 

fic, at a meeting December 14, at the 
Women’s City Club, had among its guests 
representatives from the Institute of In- 
ternational Education, the Social Service 
Commission, /flcarst’s International, Our 
World, the Foreign Press Service, the New 
York Council for the Limitation of Arma- 
ment, The Nation, the New York Peace 
Society, the Church Peace Union, McClure’s 
Magazine, and the Narcotic Drug Control! 
League. It was voted unanimously to ex- 
press to the Administration cordial ap- 
proval of the appointment of Dr. Rupert 
Blue to the League of Nations Opium Com- 
mission, to send a copy of this expres- 
sion to Dr. Blue and to congratulate Dame 
Rachel Crowdy for her admirable work on 
the League’s Opium Commission. Similar 
expressions from members addressed to 
the Secretary of State or the President 
would be helpful. 


F. P. A. Court Committee 


Through a special sub-committee of 
lawyers, the F. P. A. is studying the prob- 
lem of America’s participation in the elec- 
tion of judges for the Permanent Court of 
International Justice without being itself 
a member of the League—the condition 
laid down by Secretary Hughes. This 
committee hopes soon to submit to our 
members, for their consideration, a defi- 
nite method to accomplish this end. If 
this suggestion is approved, it wil] then be 
urged upon the Administration. 





Checks should be made payable to Ropert H. 
GARDINER, Treas., 3 West 29th St., New York City 
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